MINNESOTA PAINT HORSE ASSOCIATION

OPEN FUTURITY RULES

I. FUTURITY COMMITTEE:

A.  The Futurity committee shall consist of at least three (3) members, one of whom shall serve as Chairperson. The Futurity committee shall receive all of the Futurity moneys and maintain all necessary records.

1. There will be an annual internal audit of the moneys and records of individual nominations, sustaining fees, penalties, and pay-back, with the results to be kept on file with the MPHA Board of Directors.

2. There will be a quarterly report given to the Board of Directors.  This report will include but is not limited to, total nominations, sustaining payments, moneys, and status of the development of the show.

B. The combined Futurity committee will determine the date(s), place, and judges for the Futurity show, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.

1. There will be no less than three (3) judges.  The judges hired must be APHA approved.  All judges hired for the POR will judge all Futurity classes.  Each judges’ score will be of equal consideration when tallying total points for each horse judged.  There will be no tie breaker judge.

2. In the event of a tie, the tied horses will be recognized for that position, with the purse of the positions added and divided between the horses.  (Example: 2 horses tie for 3rd place, the horses who placed in that class will be recognized as follows; 
1st, 2nd, 3rd (tie), 5th, 6th, etc.). The purse of the 3rd and 4th place will be added together and divided equally between the 
2 horses.

C. The Futurity committee reserves the right, subject to the approval of the Board of directors, to cancel, postpone, or move the Futurity classes, or to amend these rules. All eligible exhibitors will be notified of any changes at least 30 days prior to the Futurity show. In case of cancellation of a class (es), the sustaining fee will be returned.  Halter nomination fees will be retained and added to the following year’s purse for that class.

II. RESPONSIBILITY OF PERSON(S) MAKING NOMINATIONS:
A. Foals must be nominated before birth or before February 15 of the foaling year.
B. Notification of the foaling date and sex of weanling Halter Futurity must be submitted to the Futurity Committee in writing no later than August 1.

1. Failure to notify by August 1 will result in a $20.00 fine per foal.  Failure to notify by September 1 will result in disqualification of said foal(s).
C. Notification of a change in ownership of a nominated Halter horse (born or unborn) or nominated performance horse must be submitted to the Futurity Chairperson prior to the Futurity show.

1. In order for the horse to be shown, the owner(s) & exhibitor at the time of the Futurity Show, must be a current, paid member of the MPHA.

2. In the case of joint ownership, all owners must be recognized MPHA members.

D. No substitutions will be allowed (mare, foal, halter, or performance horse), after the nomination has been made.

E. Failure to meet Futurity responsibilities (membership, payment schedule, etc.), will disqualify the nominated horse, however, reinstatement will be granted upon written application, and payment of double the amount of all Futurity payments. Any check returned for any reason must be made good within 15 days of notification, by money order, or cashier’s check.  A $20.00 service charge on said check will be payable to MPHA Futurity.

F. In the event that a horse is withdrawn from the Futurity, either by failure to provide sustaining payments, disqualification or injury, all fees remain in that horse’s originally designated class purse.

G. In the event that a nominated foal is naturally aborted, or is “absorbed” or is stillborn, or is a lethal white, or dies of natural causes, or is destroyed for humane purposes, all fees will be returned contingent upon documentation by a veterinarian’s written report citing, but not limited to, the date of the examination, and, in the event of a live born foal, the cause of death or reason for destruction of the foal.  This written report is to be submitted to the Futurity Committee prior to the Futurity show.

H. In the event that a nominated pleasure, reining, or halter horse dies of natural causes, or is destroyed for humane purposes, all nominations and sustaining payments will be returned.  This is contingent upon verification by a veterinarian’s written report citing, but not limited to, the date of the examination, and the cause of death/reason for destruction of the horse.  This written report is to be submitted to the Futurity Committee prior to the Futurity show.
III. HALTER FUTURITY:
A. HALTER CLASS ELIGIBILITY:

1. The nominated foal must be eligible for APHA registry (Regular or Breeding Stock) in order to be shown.  APHA registration papers must be presented to the Futurity Chairperson prior to being shown.

a.     ALL Futurity entries MUST have ORIGINAL registration papers at the gate prior to entering the arena for competition,

2. Foals must be nominated BEFORE BIRTH.  Exception:  Hardship eligibility-see III.A.4.  
Each foal is to be nominated on a separate form.

a. A copy of the nominated mare’s registration papers, and/or lease agreement reflecting current ownership must be submitted to the Futurity Chairperson at the time of nomination.

3. Foals must be nominated on or before February 15 of the foaling year.  Exception: see IV.C.  No postage meters accepted.  
Foal is then eligible to be shown as a weanling, yearling, and 2 year old in the Halter Futurity.

a. Unborn foals may be nominated between February 15 and May 31 of the foaling year by submitting a completed nomination form, and a $20.00 late fee, and the regular $5.00 nomination fee (total $25.00).


4. HARDSHIP ELIGIBILITY: A foal may be entered in the Futurity after birth upon submitting the approved form, and the payment of the following applicable hardship fee plus the regular sustaining fees.

Weanling:  Late nomination fee ($25.00) plus hardship fee ($135.00), plus the regular sustaining fees.

Yearling:  Hardship fee ($35.00) plus the regular sustaining fees.

2 Year Old: Hardship fee ($35.00) plus the regular sustaining fees.

a. Hardship nominations are recognized in subsequent years.

b. The hardship entry fees will be distributed to the horse’s designated class.

B. HALTER FEE SCHEDULE:

1. February 15 - $5.00 Weanling Nomination Fee;  (foals born before this date must be nominated BEFORE BIRTH).

2. Late Weanling Nomination - $25.00 due between February 15 and May 31 of the foaling year only (UNBORN FOALS ONLY).

3. A one-time “Early Bird” payment of $70 will be accepted if paid by May 1. No subsequent sustaining payments needed.

4. First Sustaining Payment - $30.00 due by June 1

5. Second Sustaining Payment - $30.00 due by July 1

6. Third Sustaining Payment - $30.00 due by August 1

C. August 1 is the final sustaining payment date.  However, reinstatement will be granted upon written application, double the payment of any missed sustaining fees, and payment of $100.00 until September 1. 
Payments submitted after September 1 will be accepted with payment of all the sustaining payments,
 applicable late fees plus $250.00 up until the date of the futurity show but prior to the start of the show.
Hardship fee (s) must be paid in full at the time of final sustaining payment made.  Any entry not showing applicable hardship fee paid will not be listed on the status of the paid in full listing until received and must be prior to the start of the show.  

D. HALTER CLASSES OFFERED:

1. Weanlings – Early Colts

2. Weanlings – Late Colts

3. Weanlings – Early Fillies

4. Weanlings – Late Fillies

a. Division of age groups in the weanling classes will be announced the day of the Futurity show. 
Weanlings must be checked in and paid in full at the show office prior to the start of the posted show time. Any weanling s checked in after the posted weanling check-in deadline, will disqualify that weanling from the applicable futurity class.  Any sustaining payments for such disqualified horse will remain in the applicable designated class.  


Division will be based on the mean birth date of all foals in that sex category. 

5. Yearling Stallions

6. Yearling Mares

7. Yearling Geldings

E.  DIVISION OF HALTER PURSE:

1. The fees of each nominated horse will be applied to the designated class of that horse.

2. The purse shall consist of all nominations, sustaining and late fees.

a. No more than 15% of monies collected will be used for Futurity Committee expenses (postage, advertising, etc.).

3. Any added moneys will be evenly distributed between the 10 Halter classes.  Donations toward a specific class will be honored.

4. The purse will be divided as follows:


1 paid entry – Pay 1 place

13-15 paid entries – Pay 6 places


2-3 paid entries – Pay 2 places

16-18 paid entries – Pay 7 places


4-6 paid entries – Pay 3 places

19-21 paid entries – Pay 8 places


7-9 paid entries – Pay 4 places

22-24 paid entries – Pay 9 places


10-12 paid entries – Pay 5 places

25 or more paid entries – Pay 10 places

Pay-back Percentages:
Place
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

1
100%

2-3
60%
40%

4-6
55%
30%
15%

7-9
50%
28%
15%
7%

10-12
47%
26%
14%
7%
6%

13-15
44%
25%
13%
7%
6%
5%

16-18
42%
23%
13%
7%
6%
5%
4%

19-21
40%
23%
12%
7%
6%
5%
4%
3%

22-24
39%
22%
12%
7%
6%
5%
4%
3%
2%

25 or>
35%
24%
13%
7%
6%
5%
4%
3%
2%
1%

IV. PERFORMANCE CLASSES:
A. Horse shown must be registered (Regular or Breeding Stock) with the APHA.  Original registration papers must be available for inspection at the gate prior to entering the arena for competition both days.

B. PERFORMANCE FEE SCHEDULE:

1.  A one-time “Early Bird” payment of $70 will be accepted if paid by May 1. No subsequent sustaining payments needed.

2.  First payment - $30.00 Nomination Fee due by June 1

3.  Second payment - $30.00 Sustaining Fee due by July 1

4.  Third payment - $30.00 Sustaining Fee due by August 1

C. A horse that was not nominated or hard-shipped in the MPHA Open Futurity may be entered in the Performance Futurity upon payment of a hardship fee of $35.00, plus the regular nomination and sustaining fees.
Hardship fees must be paid in full at the time of the final sustaining payment made.  Any entry not showing applicable hardship fee paid will not be listed in the status of paid in full until received.  

D. August 1 is the final sustaining payment date.  However, reinstatement will be granted upon written application, double the payment of any missed sustaining fees and payment of $100.00 until September 1. 
Payments submitted after September 1 will be accepted with payment of all the sustaining payments,
 applicable late fees plus $250.00 up until the date of the futurity show but prior to the start of the show.

E. PERFORMANCE CLASSES OFFERED:

1. Breeding Stock and Regular registry will be showing together as follows:

a. 2 Year Old Western Pleasure

b. 3 & 4 Year Old Western Pleasure

c. Non-Pro 3 & 4 Year Old Western Pleasure

d. 2 & Over  Old Hunter Under Saddle

e. Yearling Longe Line

f. Non Pro 2 Year Old Western Pleasure

g. 5 Year & Older Western Pleasure Maturity

2. Classes will be conducted under rules set by the APHA. Class splits will be at the discretion of the Futurity Show Management.


F. DIVISION OF PERFORMANCE PURSE:

1. The fees of each nominated horse will be applied to the designated class of that horse.

2. The purse shall consist of all nominations, sustaining, and late fees paid.


a.  No more than 15% of moneys collected will be used for Futurity Committee expenses (postage, advertising, etc.).

3. Donations toward a specific class will be honored.

4. The purse will be divided as follows:



1 paid entry – Pay 1 Place


13-15 paid entries – Pay 6 Places



2-3 paid entries – Pay 2 Places

16-18 paid entries – Pay 7 Places



4-6 paid entries – Pay 3 Places

19-21 paid entries – Pay 8 Places



7-9 paid entries - Pay 4 Places

22-24 paid entries – Pay 9 Places



10-12 paid entries – Pay 5 Places

25 or more paid entries – Pay 10 Places

Pay-back Percentages:
Place
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

1 

100%

2-3

60%
40%

4-6

55%
30%
15%

7-9

50%
28%
15%
7%

10-12
47%
26%
14%
7%
6%

13-15
44%
25%
13%
7%
6%
5%

16-18
42%
23%
13%
7%
6%
5%
4%

19-21
40%
23%
12%
7%
6%
5%
4%
3%

22-24
39%
22%
12%
7%
6%
5%
4%
3%
2%

25 or>
35%
24%
13%
7%
6%
5%
4%
3%
2%
1%

V. GENERAL RULES:
A. Exhibitors will be limited to one horse per class.

B. Each Futurity entry will be charged an office fee the day of the show and must be paid in full prior to entering the applicable futurity class.  For Weanlings, please see section IIID.

C. Original registration papers must be presented and matched to the horse before showing each day.

D. All entries are subject to APHA rules SC 115 – exhibitor conduct, SC 120 – inhumane treatment, SC 125 – surgical procedure, and SC 130 – drugs and medication.  Any violations of these rules will result in disqualification and forfeiture of any moneys earned.
Random drug testing may be done. 

E. Any given Futurity class must have three (3) eligible entries paid by August 1.  If not, the class will be cancelled, and all sustaining payments refunded.
F. Amateur, Novice Amateur, or Youth exhibitors in Non-Pro classes must show a valid APHA id exhibitors card to show in those classes. APHA rules will be followed for these requirements.

G.  In the event that a dispute arises surrounding a disqualified horse from a futurity class, the only disputed monies considered for reimbursement are the sustaining payments made for the applicable class.  Any other expenses incurred by the exhibitor/owner are the risk associated with showing and would not be considered in dispute. Any refunds granted would be deducted from the applicable futurity class for such disputed horse.  
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